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SUBJECT: ARREST OF PHALANGIST IN U.S. 

1 . FOLLOWING REPORT IS FROM JOHN KHAWAND, A LEBANESE 
CITIZEN WHO WAS/IS (?) A CONTRACT EMPLOYEE OF FBO IN 
CONNECTION WITH CONSTRUCTION OF BEIRUT CHANCERY. KHAWAND 
WISHED INFORMATION PASSED TO EMBASSY BEIRUT (BAQUET) FOR 
"INFORMAL OPINION" FROM EMBASSY ON MATTER. 

2. IN SEPTEMBER OR EARLY 
COBER, KHAWAND WAS CONTACTED 

IN EAST BEIRUT BY FUAD ROUKOZ OF PHALANGE MILITARY HEAD- 
QUARTERS WHO WONDERED WHETHER EMBASSY COULD HELP WITH 
REGARD TO A PHALANGE PARTY LEADER ARRESTED IN U.S. FOR 
POSSESSION OF FIREARMS. INDIVIDUAL IN QUESTION, JOSEPH 
SFEIR, HAD BEEN IN U.S. FOR TRAINING AS COMMERCIAL PILOT 
AND, WHILE IN CALIFORNIA. HAD BOUGHT TWELVE PISTOLS TO 
BRING BACK TO LEBANON. ENROUTE HOME HE STOPPED OVER IN 
CT LF.GE STATION, TEXAS, TO VISIT FRIEND JOSEPH CHIHA. 

WHILE MEETING WITH SOME FRIENDS IN CHIHA'S APARTMENT, 

POLICE RAIDED APARTMENT. ARRESTED SFEIR AND CONFISCATED 
PISTOLS. ACCORDING TO ROUKOZ, HE IS STILL IN PRISON 
WITH BAIL SET AT $100,000. 

3. CHIHA'S ADDRESS IF P.O. BOX 1419, COLLEGE STATION, 

TEXAS, 77840 (TELEPHONE: 713-693-5537). 
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4. WOULD APPRECIATE ANY ADDITIONAL INFORMATION OR 
GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT OR BEIRUT MAY HAVE ON THIS MATTER. 
MURPHY 
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